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The Importance of Glastonbury as a location 

Glastonbury is in a beautiful part of 
the world and is an historic, myth-
filled town. Its ‘alternative’ lifestyle 
vibe makes it interesting too. It’s a 
friendly place and well worth a visit. 

The tourist has lots of places to visit 
which evokes a sense of mystery and 
wonder. The mystical atmosphere 
cannot be ignored. 

http://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/visitor-

information/glastonbury-tourist-

information-centre-p842953 

I chose to set the first book of the Knights’ Trilogy here because of the myths that surround 
this location. I wanted to make my readers consider that some element of the story might 
be based on fact, that the Fae did exist and their story goes back a long time, when 
humanity didn’t understand the scientific breakthroughs we’ve made subsequently. 

Floods and the Somerset Levels 

The ecological theme of the first novel particularly was always in my mind. The terrible 
floods in 2014 made me think about how life would change if the scale of flooding 
increased. This photograph shows how the Somerset Levels live up to their name. 

Glastonbury is in Somerset. 8,000 years ago it was part of the Bristol Channel. Receding sea 
levels turned it into swampland and fen so that people visited it during the drier, summer 
months to cut out the peat to warm their homes in winter. For this reason they were called 
Sumersaeta – Land of the Summer People. Somerset is easily flooded now. Lots of canals 
and drains stop the deluge. ‘The Bastard of Fairyland’ opens in a world where the Bristol 
Channel has reclaimed the land, the inference is Global Warming is to blame. 

http://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/visitor-information/glastonbury-tourist-information-centre-p842953
http://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/visitor-information/glastonbury-tourist-information-centre-p842953
http://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/visitor-information/glastonbury-tourist-information-centre-p842953
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The Importance of Glastonbury as a location 

 So Glastonbury was an island. Or at least the Tor was. A limestone hill which has,  
carved into his landscape, the Cretan Maze 
(referred to in Book 2 and a miniature version 
shown here). Fascinating why such a complex 
image should appear in so many places around the 
world! 

Energies and Ley Lines 

Glastonbury has the two most significant ley lines 
running through the town. These are supposed to 
be lines of energy which run through the earth. I’ve 

used them as the source that powers the inter-dimensional portals to fairyland (though I 
prefer to use the Celtic term, Tir na nÓg). 

During my research I became fascinated by 
the locations they visited. They run through 
the Abbey. One local resident told me they 
run in parallel throughout the town and up 
to the Tor – except for one place. Arthur’s 
burial site where each line diverts around it. 

The two lines reference Christian saints, 
Michael and Mary. Michael is the warrior, 
combustible and “masculine” – Brea’s 
energy is based on it. Mary’s power is more 
intuitive and “feminine” and is the basis of 
Finn’s energy. You can see from the map they go through South Cadbury – where Robin has 
hidden the Knight twins. This is thought to be the location of Camelot, according to some 
people. There is an impressive earthwork here. 

Arthur’s Hunting Path 

If you’ve read The Bastard from Fairyland, you’ll be 
familiar with this reference. Robin travels this route to 
rescue Brea and Finn. Again, it was a Glastonbury 
resident who alerted me to it. 

The sites of Glastonbury Tor, Cadbury Castle, Hamdon 
Hill and Barrow Mump form a precise parallelogram. 

There is a 27o angle which links the sites as well as an 
identical distance – 10.9 miles (or 4 Geomancers miles 
to reference an ancient form of measurement). Each 

one has been identified as a Megalithic Lunar Observatory by archaeologist Alexander 
Thom, in his 1971 book of that name. He states that these locations are where every 18.6 
years the moon appears to come to a ‘standstill’ (i.e. ‘the range of the declination of the 
Moon reaches a maximum’).  

Well before all of this scientific work, local people maintained the moon lit the route for 
Arthur to go hunting. I find it fascinating that at each point claims its own huge earthwork. 
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The Importance of Glastonbury as a location 

The Door to Fairyland 

The 12-13th century Welsh text, The Mabinogion, features Glastonbury: 

‘Long ago, on every New Year's Day, a door would appear in the side of a great rock next to 
a certain lake. Those who entered found that it led to a passage that ended on the island in 
the middle of the lake. This island was a beautiful garden kept by the Gwrgedd Annwn, who 
would serve wonderful food to the travellers and treat them as honoured guests. They 
warned the fortunate mortals that the doorway was a secret and that nothing could be 
taken from the garden. One mortal took a single flower from the garden and as soon as he 
touched the soil of earth, all of the other travellers were expelled and the doorway was 
closed, never to reopen again.’ 

This idea of the “gateway” or “door” suggests another world is not far away, it is the basis of 
String Theory after all! Other dimensions occupy the same space and time, if only we can 
move between them. So much of fairy myth suggests any human who visited fairyland faced 
considerable risk, especially if they took anything with them when they returned. 

Saint Collen, the 7th century Welsh saint, is one of the earliest to record such an experience. 
(Bearing in mind few people could write then, only monks). He claimed that he visited the 
King of the Fairies, Gwynn ap Nudd, in a land called Annwn – the same location as the 
Anglicised Avalon. The story of Collen’s experiences are typical of the time: the king 
provides a huge feast for the cleric but the man throws holy water over him because he 
thinks they’re demons. The palace, feast and all the fairies instantly vanish! 

Locations used in the books 

A – the original burial site of Arthur. Henry II told monks of 
the interred remains in 1190. The Abbey grew rich on it. In 
1278 Edward I visited and ordered the body be reburied in 
the Abbey but under Henry VIII’s Reformation, when the 
Abbey was destroyed, so were Arthur’s remains. 

B – the Lady Chapel – scene of Book One’s climax. 

C – George & Pilgrims hotel where Robin is imprisoned at the 
start of Book 3.  

Magdelene Street – scene of 
the massacre in Book 1 
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